Mary a/;/Ld/J osebh whewn Jesus was
lost and then found.



Look at page 16 in Big Book: Jesus in the

Mary and Joseph thought Jesus
was lost.

They were worried and looked
for him everywhere.

When they found him, he was
talking to the teachers!

Mary and Joseph were so happy to find him.

(G
Questions to ask on the picture in the Big Book:

» Who do you see in the picture?

- What is Jesus doing?

» Who is he with?

- How do you think Mary and Joseph felt when he was lost?

- How do you think they feel now?

Text to read to children:
When Jesus was twelve years old - almost grown up! - the Holy Family went to

Jerusalem to celebrate an important feast, as they did every year. At the end of the
feast, Mary and Joseph and their friends started off on the long journey back home to
Nazareth. Lots of people were with them and they thought Jesus was there too. But
at the end of the day, when they stopped to rest for the night they looked for .him 5
and he wasn’t there! He must have stayed behind in J erusale;n, they thought

| Joseph turned back to J .
e o Jerusalem. How tired they must have

SIAL
‘.Mas;y. alr;d Joseph searched for three whole days before
5 where they found him? [Children could make
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Jesus was 1n the Temple!

He wagp’ :
who came to the Temp]e. O asn't lost or afraid, He was talking to the teachers
were VEry surprised to o rse, the teachers didn’t know who Jesus was, so they
didn’t know that he jq e Sl ISf Wise answers to their questions about God. They
of God, but they certainly wondered who he was!

“Why were you lookin »
God’s work?” g for me?” Jesus asked. “Didn’t you know I had to start doing

i\gagidarﬁgln;] ?:;earzh. td:{.ln’t’ really understand what he meant, but they were so pleased
1t didn’t matter. Jesus went back home to Nazareth with them and

was happy to do everything they said. But Mary often thought of that time and
remembered what Jesus had said.



Questions to ask on story:

Story

Do you remember the first time Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple in
Jerusalem? [Make link here with the Presentation.]

How do you think Mary and Joseph felt when they discovered Jesus was not there
at the end of the day’s travel? [Point out this was foot travel, took a long time; they
might have felt guilty - they had a special child to look after; frightened, very tired
but had to go back and look for him.]

Where do you think they looked for Jesus before they thought of the Temple?
[Shops, playing with other children, lying hurt somewhere.]

Why do you think they were so worried? [They had been given a special job to do;
JesZs was still quité young, though considered almost a man in those times; they
were afraid he had been hurt; they were worried that he might be hungry after three

days; he had been lost for a long time.]

i1 Jesus was surprised that they had be?,en searching for him? [He
ngyg(}; Z}(:Zytz;hjloﬁ; (talsz;lnk of the Temple (God’s house) first; he thought they would
understand about doing God s work.]
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